Program for the international conference “The Parliament as a Sphere of Communication”

Panel I: Deliberations about the Theory and Methodology of a Comparative History of Parliamentary Communication

Topics:

1. Communication theory approaches
2. Language analysis and sociolinguistics
3. Political science and parliamentarianism research

Panel II: Parliamentary Ceremonies as Acts of Communication
Main issues: The constitutional and geographical setting of ceremonial acts; the choreography and form of the ritual procedures through political actors; public response to ceremonial acts.

Topics:


1. Parliamentary opening ceremonies

2. Parliamentary celebrations
3. Speeches by foreign dignitaries in the parliament

4. Rules of procedure and unwritten rules of parliamentary everyday practice

Panel III: Parliamentary Oratory Styles

Main issues: Politicization and de-politicization of public debates, agenda setting by the parliament; integration and exclusion of parliamentary actors or groups; the shift of function of parliamentary debates.

Topics:

1. Ritual and functional modes of parliamentary speech (e.g. throne and address debates; budgetary debates; commemorative speeches)

2. Dysfunctional debates and obstructive speech

3. Performance and body language
4. Economy and technique of parliamentary speech

Panel IV: Parliamentary Communication with the Public

Main issues: Structural conditions for parliamentary representation in the public sphere; public perception and medialization of parliamentary activities

Topics:

1. Parliamentary coverage in the change of media (19th – 21st centuries) 

2. Images of parliamentarianism (photojournalism, prints, historic paintings, parliamentary photography, TV / Internet coverage)

3. Public relations strategies of parliamentary actors (constituency and election campaign management; media presence)

4. Parliamentary architecture in the public sphere

